










in 2000 for the plan, it was trounced by a 67 petcent "no" vote'

Habitat Z}-Z}continued it's campaign of, as Fitzer put it, "trying to preserve what's left" into the

new decade, backing a Folsom slow-growth movement and seeking to help farmers and ranchers keep

their land, and incre-ase the quality und quantity of wildlife habitat. "Progtams have been identified

which allow farmers to make better ur" bf water and create or enhance habitat on their farms without

harming their yields," the Conservation Committee's John York said in an Observer article.

Alta Tura, was the chapter mainstay on committees pressing for Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs)

in eastern Sacramento county, the Natomas Basin, and southern sacramento county. She mapped strat-

egy, wrote letters, and testified at public hearings in support of land set-asides to mitigate loss to devel-

oi-"nt of habitat for "special stat-us" species such as the threatened Swainson's Hawks, along with ver-

nal pools.

Best birds reported in the I99l Sacramento Christmas Count were Red-breasted Merganser, Glau-

cous Gull, Western Gull and Chestnut-collared Longspur'

SAS GOES ONLINE

Sacramento Audubon went on the Internetin I99'/,unveiling an information-packed

Website complete with sound effects. The site, managed by Web Master Bill Clark, is

www.sacramentoaudubon.org and provides up-to-date information on Chapter field trips,

gob"luin" Sanctuary activities, and education opportunities. It also has links to many

other bird-oriented iites such as the Central Valley Bird Club, Point Reyes Bird Observa-

tory, and the U.S. Interior Department. The SAS site is accompanied by a medley of bird

songs, offering those who bird by ear the chance to sharpen their skills'

Another link in the Chapter's publications chain was the system of reporting when an unusual bird

visits our area. ln a I9:.8 observer article, Evelyn Smith proposed a Rare Bird Alert whereby a half

dozen or so members would designate one of their number to telephone the rare bird alert to Betty Kim-

ball or to Smith and her husband-Cecil, who would then relay the information to other leaders for trans-

mittal to their group.

This system evolved into a Telephone Hotline with an answering machine that would let members

call in to report and learn of recent rightingr. Kathy Moore was in charge for many years until 1995

when she passed it to Terry Rosenmeier.

In 1998, the system entered the computer age, administered by Bruce Webb and with a new name,

Central Valley niiabox. Members werJinvited to phone to hear or leave significant bird sightings.

Four years later, the Birdbox was taken over by Bill Clark with a computer, special bird-oriented soft-

ware and dedicated phone Line (9t6-783-233I) in his home'

Clark, who has the title of Electronic Communications Chair in addition to his Bobelaine duties, also

achieved significant economies for the Chapter through elimination of duplicating outside services for a

computer database for membership records'
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NEW BOBELAINE MANAGER

John Ranlett was named Bobelaine manager by the Sanctuary Committee after Bill Clark decided to
scale back his responsibilities in 1998 for health reasons. Bill and Jan remained on the Sanctuary Com-
mittee, with Bill continuing to head up Sanctuary maintenance and to report on its needs and progress

regularly in The Observer.

Ranlett, a wildlife biologist with an environmental planning company, had been an active member of
the Sanctuary Committee for five years. He was instrumental in winning grants of $20,000 from the U.
S. Bureau of Reclamation and $32,000 from the U.S. Fish &Wildlife Service. The funds went for
pumps and other inigation equipment and plant materials.

Meanwhile, restoration efforts went forward as the state Reclamation Board finally granted a permit
for the Chapter to replace burned trees after expressing concern that plantings could slow river flows
and possibly threaten levees.

Ranlett served as manager for two years and was succeeded in 2000 by Mary Schiedt, a member of
Yolo Audubon and active supporter of Bobelaine, who led numerous field trips at the Sanctuary and

worked on post fire restoration issues. In2002 the indefatigable Clarks returned for another tour of duty
as co-managers. The couple had received appropriate recognition by National Audubon in 1996 when
they were presented with a National Service Award for their thousands of hours of work at Bobelaine.

1998 CHRISTMAS COUNTS

A Ruff and Cassin's Vireo were among the better sightings in the 1998 Sacra-
mento Christmas Count.

Debbie Watson received Sacramento Audubon's Outstanding Service award for
1988-99 in recognition of 13 years of service as Membership Chair. She was suc-

ceeded by Jan Clark.

Incoming 1999-2000 President Joe Ferreira reminded Auduboners that the strength of conservation
organizations lies in their numbers, and that "our members serve as a our greatest ambassadors." He
added that "to ensure Audubon's success in the future, it is especially important that we share our love
for the natural world with younger generations." He promised to work toward this goal during his presi-
dency.

1999 CHRISTMAS COUNTS

A Lark Bunting found in northeast Natomas was a first in the some 50 years of the Sacramento

Christmas Count. Participants also found a Northern Shrike, Western Tanager, Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher,
and six Rough-legged Hawks among 153 species under fair skies.

On the Folsom Count, Wilson's Phalarope and two Pacific Loons were recorded for the first time.
Rolf Mall enlivened things when, while he was "pishing" for songbirds, a Red-shouldered Hawk burst
out of the fog six feet away. Total species: 134.

The Rio Cosumnes Count listed black-throated Gray Warbler, Marbled Godwit, Grasshopper Spar-
row and Glaucous-winged Gull, among 155-160 species.
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